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I have a problem 
with the Bible 

   
 

I'm an atheist tweeting to a choir, to borrow a 

phrase, of some 29,280 followers (at the time of 

writing), most of whom are fellow atheists, about my 

displeasure and confusion with all things religion. So 

a blog titled 'I have a problem with the Bible' is 

probably not going cause many stirs.  

But it's not the condoning of rape, the genocide, the 

murder, the slavery and the like that I'm going to 

highlight here, though yes, I have a problem with 

those things too.  

It's this: The bible is not convincing.  

Now some of you may want to interrupt here and 

say that there's some two billion Christians that will 

tell me (and believe me, they will tell me) that it *is* 

convincing. And therein lies the problem. Two billion 

Christians. There are 7 billion humans on this planet. 

That means if we did a survey and got instant results 

we'd find this - only 2 in 7 humans find the bible 

convincing.  
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Under normal circumstances I wouldn't be one to 

say that truth is determined by the amount of people 

who support (or not) a claim. But when we're talking 

about whether or not something is convincing it's not 

as subjective as whether or not, say, a movie is 

'good' or a cake is 'tasty'. 

Ultimately, yes, whether or not the bible is 

convincing is down to the individual assessing it but 

when looked at it on a population level if as many as 

5 in 7 people are not convinced, we can safely say 

that overall...it's not convincing. For every 2 people 

that believe it, there are 5 who don't. Maybe you 

could say that it's not 'completely convincing', but it's 

'convincing enough'. But is it? 

Really, this shouldn't matter. But this isn't the work of 

a movie director or cake baker. This is not a piece of 

art up for critique by a man wearing a jacket with 

elbow patches and sporting a beard sans 

moustache, it's not a sports person 

whose achievements, or lack of, are being 

discussed by the regulars at the local bar. This 

is, allegedly, the work of a god. 

 A god that loves us all. A god that wants us to be 

saved*. It is a god that will, apparently, if we're not 

convinced by the bible story, allow us to be sent to a 

lake of fire, for eternity**. 

2 in 7 is a terrible success rate when the 

consequences are so dire. 2 in 7 is a complete and 

utter failure when the author of the plan is 

omniscient.  

 

Opponents will now shout at me 'Free will'. And 

yeah, go for it. Tell me that this god character has 

allowed us to believe in him, or not, via our free will. 

Great. Fantastic. I don't question the free will part, I 

get that. 

My question - why did he come up with a plan that 

only 2 in 7 people will accept via free will? Could god 

have come up with a plan that 5 in 7 people would 

believe? I would have thought so. How about 7 in 7? 

Tough, no doubt, but remember we're not talking 

human capabilities here, this is a GOD! My believing 

friends have been known to inform me that with god, 

all things are possible. If this is true, one must 

accept that coming up with a story that all people will 

believe whilst allowing us to keep our free will, is 

possible.  

 

So given the dire 

consequences combined 

with the claim that the 

bible is of omniscient 

origin...why doesn't it 

convince all people? 

Because it's made up, that's why. 

There are, no doubt, many people who've not been 

exposed to the bible so one may argue that these 

people are not unconvinced as such, they just 

haven't had the opportunity to be convinced. If you 

were talking about Jo Rowling trying to convince 

people that the magical world of the Potters, 

Weasleys, Grangers, and Malfoys was real then this 

would be an understandable allowance. How could 

the world's population be convinced that there was, 

in fact, a school of Witchcraft and Wizardry by the 

name of Hogwarts if they had never heard of such a 

place? Fair point. 

 But again, we're not talking about things that are 

subject to human constraints. If needing to believe in 

Jesus as the son of bible-god is what's required to 

be saved then why doesn't bible-god make sure 

everyone knows about, and believes in, Jesus? 

Because it's made up, that's why.  

Keep in mind, this isn't something trivial. Believers 

will tell us that this is our eternal soul that's on the 

line here. This is not a case of leaving the milk out 

and it going off. It's definitely not something that 

you'd expect a god that loves us to leave up to 

chance. He wants me in heaven, he is capable of 

having me there. He knows exactly what it would 

take to have me there - reason. Yet, he provides me 

none, and he withholds that reason knowingly.  

 

There are any number of Christian apologists who 

will try to tell me there is reason and they will make 

up all sorts of new nonsense to try to justify the old 

nonsense that is in the bible. God created everything 

in 6 days you say? Well....a 'bible' day and what we 

call a 'day' aren't the same thing, don't you know? 

Back then, a day could have been an age! Ah huh. 

Sure. Funny how the bible didn't just say that, isn't 

it?  

 

I once asked a pastor why his god came up with a 

story that convinced him but not me. He said he 

didn't know. 

 If the bible were truly the word of a god who loved 

us, who wanted us in heaven with him, and who 

made belief in this story the only criteria for getting 

into heaven, then it would be convincing to all 

people, not to only 2 in 7 people. It would be a 

sensible story whose plot was recognisable as truth 

to all people, not only 2 in 7 people.  

I can conclude nothing from this other than the bible 

is fiction. The condition of belief in it  for heaven is 

fiction. And that the god behind it who apparently 

loves me, but will let me burn in hell forever, is also 

fiction.  

*saved by Jesus from what he/God will do to us if we don't 

believe. Utter nonsense.  

**eternity? Seriously? 

* ~ * ~ * ~ * 
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